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Students come to our classes with a range of backgrounds, life
experiences, ideologies, motivations, and aspirations. While this
diverse student make-up has the potential for rich class discussions,
it can also make both students and instructors nervous to approach
diffcult and potentially controversial topics. In this workshop, Tiarra
Cooper, from the University of Massachusetts Amherst, will discuss
preparing students for challenging conversations by introducing
“whole brain living,” establishing trust and setting boundaries by
way of community building, and cultivating skills that can be used
to defuse a situation.
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