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Soochow Law School, which was founded by Americans in Shanghai in 1915, was one of the
most famous Chinese law schools during the 1930s and 1940s. Known as e Comparative
Law School of China, it trained many of the country’s best lawyers, law dra ers and academ-
ics, before it was closed in the 1952 reorganization of higher education. But Soochow graduates
in Taipei worked to reestablish their school (and the university) in Taipei, and, in 1954, they
succeeded in gaining approval for the Soochow University Law College. is presentation will
discuss Soochow’s history in Taiwan: how did a renowned Shanghai institution become the

rst private university and one of the earliest law schools in Taiwan? How do Soochow people
view their history in Shanghai—and is it really their history?

About the Speaker: Alison Conner is Professor of Law and a Carlsmith Ball Faculty Scholar at
the William S Richardson School of Law, University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. Her research inter-



