
“Digital Self-Determination: Indigenous  
Peoples and the Network Society in Canada”

The Government of Canada is promoting digital technologies as drivers for innovation and 
development. But far from the urban south, many Indigenous communities are struggling to 
participate in these opportunities. Indigenous people, whether they live in urban centres or in 
their traditional territories, continue to be impacted by the legacies and ongoing effects of settler 
colonialism. Against these formidable odds, Indigenous peoples are creatively shaping their 
digital futures in ways that provide strong lessons for contemporary global challenges of 
austerity, resilience and sustainability.  !
Dr. Rob McMahon, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Extension, University of Alberta 
https://www.extension.ualberta.ca/research/professoriate-directory/mcmahon/  !
Dr. Rob McMahon is a new Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Extension at the University of 
Alberta in Edmonton, Canada. Rob’s research focuses on the appropriation of broadband and 
Internet technologies by First Nations and Inuit communities in Canada. His fieldwork in rural and 
remote villages in northern regions of Canada highlights the many innovations taking place at the 
so-called ‘peripheries’ of the emerging network society. 
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