
May 2, 2024

Public Comments to the University of Hawai’i Board of Regent’s Committee on Governance

Aloha Kakahiaka Chair Loo and Member of this Committee,

My name is Jill Nunokawa and I am commenting on Agenda Item IV. A. Board Review and
Discussion on Strategic Plan Imperative — Fulfill kuleana to Native Hawaiians and Hawai’i.

The shirt I wear today is 26 years old, it’s from 1998. It is important to have a broader context
and framework for today’s committee meetings so this is my attempt to offerTheThej
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Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and Mililani Trask was instrumental in its drafting,
deliberation and adoption for decades.

In 1998, the University of Hawai’i was a thriving Native Hawaiian place of learning through
direct actions, experiential learning, political astuteness and inspired leadership.

In 2001, the Center for Hawaiian Studies was renamed to the Kamakakuokalani Center for
Hawaiian Studies to honor the living legacy of Aunty Gladys Ainoa Brandt, who held a six-year
tenure on the BOR, 4 of them as the Board’s chair. At the dedication, Aunty Gladys gracious
shared with the audience, “In education, not anger, resides our future. In education, not
ignorance, resides our hope. In education, not fear, resides justice.” Dr. Trask said she was “the
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